BRIAN ALEXANDER

The 1% Economy and

the Shattering of the

All-American Town




Life,
Death, and
Dollars
in a
Small

American



There’s also been a lot of research confirming that hospital mergers
lead to higher prices. Do you think these mergers are still about gaining

more leverage with payers?

Oh, absolutely. I think that’s clear. It’s tough. If I could wave the magic wand, I
think that each of these entities would operate more like a utility. I don’t think
that insurance companies should make nothing. I don’t think that pharma and
medical devices should make nothing. But I think there has to be an appropriate
margin and should be operated more like a utility. I mean, it’s required to care
for patients regardless of their ability to pay. We try to operate it like a free
market, and it’s not really a free market. If someone has a trauma, they go to the
nearest facility. But, you know, I run a little hospital in the middle-of-nowhere in

Nebraska, so no one’s asking me.
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Health consumption expenditures per capita, U.S. dollars, PPP adjusted, 2021 or nearest year
s
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Life expectaney at birth in years, 1980-2021
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Measuring Maternal Deaths: NCHS
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% of US Teens who had a major depression in the last year
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Emergency room visits for self-harm by children and adolescents rose sharply
over the last decade, particularly among young women.
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Age-odjusted rate per 100,000

Total Gun Death Rate Firearm Suicide Firearm Homicide

Injury Intent
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) ) ) The maost urban counties in the U5, had only a slightly higher gun homicide rate
Thirteen of the 20 counties with the h'g hest rates of firearm in 2020 than rural counties, and many rural counties had homicide rates far

homicides from 2016 to 2020 were rural. higher than large cities,



Decline in share of Republicans who support vaccine
requirement for children to attend public schools

% of U.S. adults who say the following about childhood vaccines for measles,

mumps and rubella (MMR)
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